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Several days later (in October, 1906), I left for St.
Petersburg. On arriving there, I went to see Prime Min-
ister Stolypin and asked him to bring pressure to bear to
the end that I might be completely relieved from State
service. "If you insist on resigning," Stolypin said, "we
will not keep you by main force, but let it be known to you
that your withdrawal, especially at this time, will be equiva-
lent to a successful bomb attack by anarchists." Naturally,
I gave up my intention and since that time I have never
raised that question again. Several days later I had an
interview with the Emperor. He received me as if nothing
had happened and did not say a word either about his pro-
hibiting my return to Russia or about my attempt to resign.
I shall now turn to the political conditions as they have
shaped themselves since I left the post of President of the
Council of Ministers. There is but little to be said about
my successor Goremykin* A bureaucratic nonentity, he had
no definite program and achieved nothing. His cabinet
did not outlast the first Duma, which existed some two
months, and was succeeded by Stolypin's. This statesman
was the embodiment of political immorality and the mem-
bers of his Cabinet were not far superior to him. He ruled
Russia by violating each and every law and he disdained no
means, however reprehensible, to keep himself in power.
Prior to the dissolution of the Second Duma he did not
have the courage to reveal his true nature, which was that
of an unprincipled, self-seeking office-hunter. In order to
enlist the support of some of the elements of the population,
he made Liberal speeches and adopted Liberal measures.
But already early in his career he took under his protection
"The Union of the Russian People/' so-called. In his
administration, this body, which consisted of plain thieves
and hooligans, acquired great weight, for it was in every
way assisted by the Government.
During the first two years after my return from abroad,